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GUPS, SAUCERS,
BOWLS GLOSETS

» __ etc.
of Kerala Ceramics Feroke are available

EBEN & Co.,
ERNAKULAM.
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Radha suffered the pangs of separation
from her husband for two long years and
she could not suffer any lorger. She seb
out from her happy home in the city and
boarded the ship for Andaman islands to
join her husband Dr. Rajan who as a
conscientious doctnor had established a
name and fame for himself and had won
universal reputation as a specialist in
mental treatment. 'I'ne very name of
Andamans was reprehensible to her, as
she knew it a God forsaken place, a place
of exile for murderers, thieves and
terrorists. DBut in her hurry to meet her
husband. she had completely forgotten
the choking consequences of that island
atmosphere.

She was standing on the deck, comple-
tely lost in a world of wouder aud beauty.
Bathed in the setting rays of sun her face
shone witha radiance that was bewitching
to the eyes.  She looked more ain angel
than a human being.

“O! what a fine evening!”

Tho voice roused her from her sweet
dreams and saw before her eyes a smart
and young gentler:an who again. ex-
claimed. “Ah, marvellous beauty!” The
unexpected sight of a stranger sent g
shiver to her heart and she said with
some surprise and confusion “J am sorry
I did n’t notice vou. | was thinking
aboub something.”  The stranger intro-

duced himself to her  He said he was
Veaugopal, a mechanical engineer who
had just been transferred to his new
post in a machinc-building factory ab
Andamans.

Venugopal began the conversation by
making kind enquiries about her. Shesaid
she was Mrs (Dr.) Rajan and was going
to live with her husband who was working
at Andamans. Frowm her looks and
manuers the engineer had gathored that
she was an educated and cultured lady.
He asked her what she was doing.  She
replied “*Nothing’’ "I'his negative answer
surprised Venugopal and ho remarked,
“I am indeed sorry to know that an edu-
cated and refined Woman like you is
keeping idle at home, without doing
auything for the good of tho people or
the country.  You have immense poten-
tialities and what you have to do is
simply to exploit them for the service of
your own kith and kin 1t is a wonder
that in a civilised age like that of .ours
people like you waste their Jives shutting
within the four walls of home, without
any job when there is the maximum
demand for the organised ability of the
educated youths in the nation building
activities.”

The remarks of Venugopal went
straight into the heart of Murs, Doctor
and a deep crimson rushed to her ¢heoks.
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She felt insulted before him and she
found fault with her husband for the
insuls and the dishonour she had to court
beforc others,  T'hough she put on the
external appsarance of dislike for the
engineer's remarks, from the inner most
recesses of her heart she admived him for
his bold way of putting things before her.
She cven thought that he was a rveal
benefactor who pointed to her the right
course of action at the critical moment
when she beeame fed up with the iouely
life she had experienced so long:

Radha said: “My husband has enough
income to maintain me quite comfortably
and ho does not like me going for any
job.”

“The old bolief of keeping Women in
subjection for upholding the man’s
economic domination has still roots in
our soil. Once women attain economic
freedom from men they become really
free. They can them stand on a footing
of equality with men and pursue their
own ideals independently.  Only thus
mutual respect and friendship between
man and woman will grow and the truo
democratic socitty is one in which men
and women are free and equal partners
in life. The educated women of the pre-
sent age must strive for such a society”

Theso words of the engineer brought
homo to her a new awakening-an awake-
ning of the self.  She realised her value
and repented her folly. And she-held her
hu\svband entirely responsible for her folly.
She blamed him for detaining. her in
home as his slave.  She realised that it
was high time for har to shake herself
from the bondage that tied to her husband
and answer the inner call of freedowm and
equality. In this task she found in

S 29
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Venagopal her helpmate.  Hor
admirvation and vespeetd fer him changed
to affcetion and love. But how can sho
oxpress her senbimangs! She is after
all the wife of anoth 7

real

Dr. Rajan was awaibting her arrival ab
the port. The absence of two years had
addeda fresh stimulus to his love for
Radha.  On landing, he cmbraced her
she introdueod Mr. Venugopal to her
hasband Dr. Rajan invited him to  his
house and the latter responded by pro-
mising to call, the nest morning. ‘e
doctor's car drove home  Radha strove
hard to drive away from her mind the

thought of Venugopal, but she miserably
failed.

Radba tried to love her husband as of
old.- She suggested to him for finding

some suitable employment for her. She
said that she could not keep aloof from

the day to day happenings of the world
outside her home. But her husband gave
a contewptuous laugh to all her entrea—
ties. He said that he had enough money
to provide her and there was 1o need of
sending her for any job.

Dr. Rajan, ‘though an honest and
sincere worker at heart, Wwas a chip of
the old bloc and he still firmly held
to those old conventions and traditions
which were tottering at the dawn of o new
era of freedom and'demoeracy. He loved
his wife passionatly, but he did not cave
for her inner feelings:  Whenever sho
uttered themn he dubbed them with a
laugh.

Days and months rolled on; the doctor

was busy at his work and spent most of

his time at hospital Radha found her
wearisome loneliness at home more and
more intolerable. She did not get from her

-
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husband what she were long expecting.
She found her life a drudgeryand the
only moments of happiness she had, were
those of the occasional meeting between
herself and Venugopal- He inspired her
with new hope and encouraged her to
tour the surrounding parts of her home,
study the developments taking place
there and write reports and articles on
these to the papers 'Though she did not
do quite good at her first few attempts,
she improved much with the help and
encouragement of Mr. Venugopal. HEn-
grossed in her new work, she weunt farther
and farther from her husband and the
relationship between the husband aud

wife grew more and more strained as the
days passed.  Radha frequented her
meetings with Venugopal with whose
help she eould within a few months
become a first rate journalist and thus
realise the fulfilment of the tong che-
rished desire of her heart. It was too
late for the doctor to understand her real
position, and one evening, on reaching
home from the hospital, he found, to his
utter dismay and grief, on hig desk a
letter from his wife, which spoke that
she had left him for good and joined her
destiny with Venugopal.
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