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Mahakavi Vallathol

Narayana Menon.

A.V.S. PANIKKER.

Sree Vallathol Nargyana Menon
is familiar to all of us as “The Great
Malayalam Poet.,”” On account of his
outstanding literary qualities he reigns
_supreme in the world of malayalam
literature.

The poet was born on the 1st
Thulam 1054 in the Vallathol Family at
his residence at “Channara’’ in Ponnani
Taluk. His mother, Parvathy Amma was
avery pious and kind hearted woman,
His father Sri. Damodaran Elayad of
Kaduthothu Mallissary was a famous
“writer of humourous poems, a thinker
and also a novelist. He was a good witty
speaker in Malayalam and Sanskrit
languages. The noble charector of the
parents reflected to a great extent
throughout the whole life of Mahakavi.*

Out of their eleven issues the parents
could have only threethe and youngest of
them is our poet. From the day of this
child’s birth the parents loved the
youngest child better than the other
children, because he seemed to be un—
healthy hoth bodily and mentally.

According to the rules and
customs of Hindu religion, the poet had
his early education such as * Srece
Ramodenta”” under Variaparmbil Kunhan
Nair, then under his own uncle who
was a great Scholar in Vedanda, 'Tharka
and Ayurveda and our hero also became
very famous in all sorts of Sastras.  As
an Ayurvedic Physician he practised for
some years. Our old Pandits in Sanskrit
such as Parakulam Subramhania Sastry,
Kaikulangara Rama Warior were also
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‘his tutors. He was not satisfied with
this kind of cducation, so led a solitary
life spending most of his time in reading
various kinds of works of ancient Rishies

During this time he used to write
small poems While he was practising as
an Ayurvedic Physician he wrote “Arogia
Chinthamani” containing 2975 stanzas
the annotation of Arogia Kalpadrumam.
Gradually the poetic vision deepened and
the great qualities of his charecter helped
the [lame of his genius to burn brighter.

He stepped forward in the battlefield
of Malayalam Literature wearing the iron
armour of knowledge, the helmet of
poetic mind and handling the weapons of
news papers namely Athmaposhini, Kera-
lodayam, Ramanujan and aftera terrible,
furious and wonderful fighting he shined
as a couragious editor, an illuminating
annotator, a first rate essayist and a com-
manding speaker at malayalam literary
meetings and conferences. Then our hero
was enthroned among Mahakavies. The
poet’s dynamic influence marked a new
era in the history of malayalam literature
and under his care and ancoufagement the
hidden treasures of our linguistic heritage
were fully exploited and developed, thus
helping the birth of new culture and civi-
lisation hitherto unknown in the annals
of our Kerala.

“Chithrayoga Mahakavia’” was pub-
lished in 1089. 'The simplicity of style,
dramatic touch and artistic beauty  all
these add to the glory of his works as
Lord Tennyson. His translations of
ancient epics and puranas namely Val-
meeky Ramayanam, Markandaya Pura-
nam, Padmapursuam, Vamanapuranan
“ete. bear tetsimony to the fact that he is

an excellent and skilful linguist. From
English Shakespear’s “Merchant of Ve-

3l

nice’ hadbeen translated and it is known
as Parshivivaham in Malavalam.  He is
also pious as Tagore. Sreekrishastavam,
Davistavam, Kasimahathmiam ete. aro
his devine writings Like William words-
worth of Bugland he is also a poet of
nature. The beautiful Valleys, Rivers;
Gardens, Clouds, Winds, Rainbows, Sun,
Moon, Starsete. are soarces of inspira-
tions to the poet and these has been
paintod beautifully in his pocwns.

' As far as pubriotism is  concerned
he is an ardent patriot Mauny of his
poems reveal his ardeut love for his home-
land. As a musician we can compare him
with tho poet Lieigh Hunt and Thomas
Campbell and as a thinker with J. R.
Lowell, the American Poet. From his
writings he teaches that true freedoms
are inner freedows, freedom to think and
believe, "to talk and to act fearlessly.

Lastly we can say that he worships
fine arts deeply- He is the founder of
Kalamandalam organisation. Kathakali
Bharathanatinm ete. were introduced
under this organisation. From foreign
countries such as America, Cinema Stars
wereattracted by this organisation which
gave training in Bharathanatiam. Tara-
chawdari, Raganidevi, Gopinathan,
‘I'hankamani and Madhavan have already
gained eternal fame by their super
performances.

Beyond this our Mahakavi has
got friends from all ranks. He is a lov-
able person and his hospitality is
exemplary. Any oune and every one is
wplcomed in hisresidence. He is a genial
compassion. He has got an abundant
sense of humour.  His humour is not
illnatured and his wit never mordant.
He is now trauslating the “Rig-Weda”.
Praying God for good health and
prosperity to Mahakavi. 1 conclude

“LONG LIVE MAHAKAVI”?
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