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SONG OF LIBERTY

By

JAYASENAN AYINIKKAT
(MALABAR)

Embracing the damsel of dawn having
subile crimson hilarious smiling cheeks—,
Caressing gaily the goddess of Morn dan-
cing together !with the gorgeous fragrant
marigold flowers bloomed in the blood-
drops of the celestial gardens of nature, dr-
essed with the golden velvet sarees having
the effulgent halo of myriads of fascinating
rainbows and rose flowers,

A song of mourning overflowing with
the hot tear drops and lamentations rises
up from that hut,

When the [a pparition of beauty of
nature laughs melodiously!!

The night, as the black ghastly shroud
used to cover the body of the dead day
when it is being burned in the glowing pyre
of evening, emerged and in that] horrible
night,

When the pregnant dense’ clouds of
women deliver the raindrops pangfully with
the tear drops, hearing the roaring earth-
quake of the thunders,

A pathetic song bitter with the moarn-
ing of alife, echoes in the broken walls of
that rotten cottage

#* 3t k1

From thaterisheq

red flag lying in a ncok
of that hut, ’

S whole vedd

D:ood flowed
S PN FUI | . N
IOT il il o ul\,].‘;:l_)t;,-;\_f.vua\ &y

A song of liberty resurrects!
* *
That song!

The song of revolution coming from

the blood stained decayed skulls of the ce

metery of the martyrs,

*

The carol of merriments fleeing to
the heavens of equality of tomorrow from
the hell of yesterdays' slavery and misfort-
unes when the great men who sacrificed
their sacred lives for the shining freedom
of today,

Heaves into lhe placid silence of the
infinity of atmosphere froma corner of
that hut. ........11

E

The song of revolt!

From the souls of souls of the thous-
ands of martyrs who sacrificed their lives
for liberty, ‘

From the depth of the dead
like heart of the bygone lavery,

% *

stone-

From that region of light of the today’s
golden lamp of gaiety shining from the
oil of pangs of yesterday,

That song flows’ limiflessly

.........

7% #* *

About her darlihgs’r who dedicated

their sculs happiiy for liberty,

About her beloved “brothers who
showed their breasts bravely against the
colossal guns of brutal laws,

£ wWoman, as 2 <live symhol of to-

1e;ance and patience, sings in the corner
of 'a hut;
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Yes, that
sings piteously!|

feeble vibrating skeletcn

» # L

Looking the corpsss of the men
who suffering unbearable starvation supp-
ression and disappointmant continuously
as animals, hanged themselves as
the flages of a ‘promised Land'-—Rama-
rajvam -— the imaginary paradise of
ecmality - —— |

Spying her sons who kissed the ga-
llows of violence with anguish andmirth
for liberty, as the symbols of non—violence,

The mother sings sympathetically!

#» oA L

The mother sings, payings homage
to those eternal cynosures with the bones
of cemetery, with the bloodstained sickles
and with the smiling red flowers......coee

Yes, she sings as if it has no end.....

»* * L ]

The dreadful tremendous thunders
of the revolution of that song shakes even
that very horizon;

Hills of gem covered with the gowns
of emerald, trembles when they hear the
tinkling sounds of those rusty sickles of
the POOT i ‘

Bent as a sickle, she cries in that

The song come from the cenotaph
of the love of humanism which died before

it bloomed, thrills the mother!

i » %

In that hut where a martyr was born.

In that country where everybody
expected in their hearts to appreciaté ha-
ppiness to its summit,

. In that heaven where all human be
ings prayed for the birth of a red morn
of reformations,

The mother sings:.....we
_ ltis, an endless carol
It flows like the Ganges;
It asks again and again,
When this human world would weer itself

ch !

She desires to die after perceiving a
life of beauty and becoming slightly happy:;

When it will come®
Oh! a carol of liberty!

» » »

When the stars asthey are cheerfully
expeciing the future beauties of this worid,
smile with a bewilderment,

When the odourous red lotus flowers
of the autumn golden crescent moon look
that mother with extravagant rapture with
teardrops in the angles of her eyes, from
the black cenotaph of lhe dead firmament
where blue clouds of violence are roaring

Wonder ! a song rises up !

* o -
The song oi introspeciion !

A red dawn peeps out when she sees
the significant eyes of the mother !

In that red dawn rising up in the re-
mote horizon adorned with the garlands of
bloody roseflowers and rainbows with the
crimson flags,

The red flags dance gaily in the br-
eeze of the replication of that carol ot
independence!

Ah! friends: it is miraculous! Lock —
The black shroud of darkness vanishes and
the radiating red morn of blossoming rcze
flowers which would exhilarate us, peeps
out through the eastern serene magnificent
gate!

Mother' let that carol be victorious!!! -
(Copy right to the author)



THE ROMANCE OF SINGAPORE

(V. K. S. NARAYANAN, SINGAPORE.)

The very name of Singapore ca-
rries the mind beyond the limits of
authentic history. Singhapura (Lion
City; is not a Malay name but a San-
skrit one and it is an echo of the
period when Indian influence was
dominent in Malayasia, before the
coming of Islam.'

It was an Indian prince, of Sri
Vljaya, who flI‘St recognised the stra-
tegic importance of the island and
who planted a colony on the island
about 1250 A D. and founded a rulmCr
dynasty.

The Singhapura of sri Vijaya was
a mighty place. The European trav-
ellers of 15th and 16th centuries spoke
highly of it although they had seen
only the ruins of the Lion City, after
it had been conquered by the Java-
nese Kingdom of Majapahit, towards
the end of the I4th century

When the Portuguese took Mala-
cca in I511 the fame of the old Sing-
hapura was still remembered by the
Malays. A Portuguese writer of that
century says that Singapore
used to be the 1esort of shipping
from India and of traders from
China, Siam. Champa, Cambodia and
the Malayan Archepelago
who

A son of d° Albuquergue.

conquered Malacca writing from
notes left by his father, says that it
was a large and populous town as is
attested by the great ruins visible
today.”

In modern Singapore nothin
has survived of the old Lion City ex-
cept its name and a grave on fort Ca-
nning Hill where one of the Indian
Hindu kings may have been buried.

* * * L

Indians from the most literate
Asian communities in singapore:
The progress of the Indians is more
prominent when literacy among is
considered. In English education, too
Indians lead the way with 2I7 mz2n
add 146 women out of everyI.000 be-
ing literate, against 115 and 59 respe,
ctively in the case of the Chinese co-
mmunity.

Even when Sir Stamford Raffles
came to Penang in the I9th cent-
ury the name of Singapore was still
jmportant enough in the Malay ma-
nuscripts, which he studied to attract
him to the place when he came south
wrth his fleet to look for a site for a
new trading station in which the
English East India Company could
of the complete with the Dutch for

the.trade East 1ndies and for poli-
tical influnce in th at region.
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Ruled from the British Indian
capital of Calcunia, Sinzapore drew
itslaboar and clerical staff from that
country. Indian labour built Singa-
pore’s roads and puablic buildings
Indians manned the Defence Depart-
ments,Municipal services departmens
and Harbour Board. Mainya Chinese
capitalist of today both in DMalava
and Singapore, owcdhis start in life
to capital borrowed from the South

Indian Chettiar money-lender.
\

Indians dominate the trade un-
jon movement. They are heavily re-
presente.d in the Colony's two indeg-
enuas political parties, Labour an.d
Progressives. About one-third of .the
members of the Municipal Commiss-
ion and Legislative Council are of
Indian origin..

%% - % * *

he nineteenth century saw thc:
birth and growth of many Cities. of
the present day. in North America,
Ausiralasia and on the China Coast.

But the history of the modern world

knows no greater romance than the
foundation of Singapore and no more
miraculous crontrast than that pres-
ented by Singapore as it was when
Raffles first saw it, and hoisted the
British flag on the plain near the mo-
uth of Singapore River on Febr.qary 5
1819 and signed the traties with th.e
Sultan and territorial chief, and as 1t
is today.

The essence of Singapore’s strat-

egic importance is that it is situated
in a key position hetween Eaist and
West, and js an anchor poin: for the
outer ring of defences for the canti-
nent of Australia and even America
herself The line of forward defonces
stretches from Malaya to Philippines
by Zway of Saravak on to Formosa
thrOLigh'.the Japanese string of slands
Swings out to the Aleutians and so to
the mainland of Alask,

. Itis the fervent nonz o;
Sane person in the Wi Loia Y
there will be no dhird

every
paat

'\ ,';'(;r.

little

slalaya

"\’v\ir\h’id
If it comes, nowever, there is
question that Siavapore and
will have a vital part to play.

~

* * &

Indians have  aroiszed ihe

‘jealousies of other Cmmunities in Sin-

gapore. [t hasbeea the practice of
some politicians; whenever they waat
to createin

otser communities an
interst in politics, to say that the

Indians are ready to swamp them,
Butitis quiteunfounded. _The best
that can be done for the amicable
relationship between Indians  and
other commaunircies in this country is
to forget their past an:l identify them-
selves completcly with Singapore
and for others to remember what the
Indians have contributed to the
present greatness of the colony.
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