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. o “The art of producing pleasure by the just expression o
imaginative thought and feeling in metrical langauge”
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* ‘Music is well said to be the speech of angels: in fact noth-

ing amongithe utterances allowed to mankind is felt to be so
ivine, The'opera. (critical essays Vol 1V)
* Talks with Mussolini by Emil Ludwig.
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It has been proved by the practice of longages and of
diverse races that the emotions invariably-find their fittest litera-
ry expression in thythmical form, There is a certain natural me
lody in passion of any kind, and traged:, in deaing with the passi.
ons will, therefore find its true utterance in rhythmical words.

As a means «f raising the events of a drama above the
levels of real life and asthe natural expression for emotion verse

claims the close attention of every tragic dramatist The ordinary
prose tragedy fails partly because of a lack of melody partly because
prose, by its very nature, prohibits the introdaction of many of
those features which in ihe poetic drama seem but natural and
just. *
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* An Introduction to Dramatic Theory.
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When griping grief the heart doth wound
And doleful dumps the mind oppress,
The music with her silver sound

With speedy help doth lend redress.

(Shakespeare.)
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